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ABSTRACT: The Priority List for Wild Turkey Release Sites
for FY'00 includes 5 release sites in 5 counties
of the state. Stockings were completed at all 5
sites.
Trapping efforts during FY'00 resulted in the
transplanting of 25 gobblers and 58 hens.
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Objective:
Procedures:
W-99-R(12)
FOREST WILDLIFE INVESTIGATIONS
To establish self-sustaining populations of wild
turkeys in all suitable habitats.
Turkey Capture and Relocation Efforts
To identify and prioritize potential release sites
for wild turkeys; to trap and transplant annually
as many turkeys as possible to these areas.
Maps and aerial photos showing the forested areas
of Illinois were carefully analyzed to determine
the location of the largest and most extensive
tracts of forest in the state. Aerial surveys
were conducted in 1980, 1981 and 1989 to help
determine the extent of the potential habitat and
the best central location for a release site
within a given area. Some of these areas were
then assessed by looking at them on the ground.
Using the above collected information, a Turkey
Stocking Priority List was developed. This list
(Table 1) is updated annually as some areas are
stocked and others are evaluated and recommended
by District Wildlife Habitat Biologists.
Prior to stocking a new area, we require that a
group of at least 10 to 15 interested landowners,
around the proposed release site, sign a Turkey
Stocking Petition (Figure 1). This petition
states that the landowner is interested in having
wild turkeys stocked and that he will agree to
help protect the birds to insure their success.
Signatures for these petitions are obtained by
District Wildlife Biologists, sportsmen's groups
or extremely interested individuals. Just prior
to or after stocking wild turkeys in a new area,
a news release (Figure 2), announcing the
stocking, is sent to local newspapers. The main
purpose of this news release is to try to get the
general public's support and cooperation in re-
establishing wild turkeys in their area.
All of the trapping effort was carried out by
District Wildlife Biologists. All of the above
people were responsible for establishing and
maintaining bait sites in Ogle, Winnebago,
Macoupin, St. Clair, Jersey, Madison, Pike,
Fulton, Carroll, McDonough, Hancock, Henderson,
Randolph, Schuyler, Knox, Morgan, Monroe,
JoDaviess, Brown, and Cass counties. Our
trapping efforts started in late December and
ended in mid-March.
Bait sites were established in likely locations by
using shelled or cracked corn. Bait trails,
leading from the actual bait site, were extended
for up to 1/4 mile away to increase our chances
of attracting turkeys. These bait sites and
trails were checked every 2 to 4 days and re-
baited if necessary. Once turkeys started using
a bait site, then it was usually checked daily to
insure the availability of corn. Actual trapping
attempts occurred as soon as possible after
noting regular usage by turkeys.
Trapping equipment consisted of a 40' x 60' or 33'
x 57', 2" mesh, knotless nylon nets, propelled by
3 recoilless rockets. Some trappers utilized
boxes with 40' x 40' diamond shaped nets.
Ignition to the rocket charges was provided by a
12-volt lantern battery or Mod. 10 Handi-Blaster
through 18/2 jacketed thermostat wire. Prior to
each trapping session, the battery voltage and
circuitry was checked using a 1-volt Multitester
or Galvanometer. For trapping we utilized custom
built canvas or nylon blinds (Figure 3). In some
cases, 4-wheel ATV's were used as transportation
to haul bait, equipment and personnel to bait
sites and to transport trapped birds from sites
to waiting vehicles.
Captured birds were transported in specially
treated cardboard boxes donated by the National
Wild Turkey Federation and released as soon as
possible at a new site.
If at all possible, we try to stock 12 to 16 total
birds, consisting of 4 adult gobblers and 10 to 12
hens, at a new release site. When juvenile
gobblers are trapped, we try to use 2 in place of
1 adult gobbler. We feel that these are minimal
numbers needed to insure success. We did have a
successful stocking with 2 juvenile gobblers
Results:
Recommendations:
Data and Reports:
and 7 hens in Williamson County (Table 2) in
1978.
The Priority List of Wild Turkey Release
Sites for FY'99 was updated and revised. The
list for FY'00 includes 5 release sites in
5 counties of the state (Table 1).
Trapping success during FY'00 was good. We
trapped a total of 25 gobblers and 58 hens
(Table 3) as compared to 50 gobblers and 101
hens in FY'99 (Table 2) which was a fair
year. Since we only had 5 planned release
sites, our trapping effort was greatly
reduced. Stockings were completed at 5 new
sites in Illinois.
We should continue to evaluate past release
sites and update our priority listing
annually if supplemental releases are needed.
This project was completed, for the most
part, during FY ' 00.
Original data and related reports in this
investigation are on file in the Division of
Wildlife Resources office of the Illinois
Department of Natural Resources, 336 S.
Church Road, Makanda, Illinois 62958.
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TABLE 1. FY'0 PRIORITY LIST OF WILD TURKEY RELEASE SITES
COUNTY LOCATION
1. MCLEAN T.26N.-R. 3E., SEC. 31
2. TAZEWELL T.24N.-R. 2W., SEC. 2
3. MCHENRY T.45N.-R. 7E., SEC. 35
4. PUTNAM T.14N.-R. 9E., SEC. 36
5. GRUNDY T.34N.-R. 8E., SEC. 28
The sequence of releases will not necessarily be in the exact same order
as listed. Various factors such as weather, trapping locations, number and
age/sex composition of captured birds, etc., will determine the actual order
of releases. However, every effort will be made to follow the above
priorities as much as possible.
SUMMARY OF WILD TRAPPED TURKEY RELEASES IN ILLINOIS, 1959-1999
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2
4
5
6
5
7
4
4
6
4
4
4
Mississippi
West Virginia
Ark. & Miss.
West Virginia
Arkansas
Miss. & W. Virginia
Arkansas
W. Virginia
Union Co.
Alexander Co.
Alexander Co.
Alexander Co.
Union Co.
Alexander Co.
Alexander Co.
Alexander Co.
Alexander Co.
Union Co.
Jackson Co.
Union Co.
Missouri
Union Co.
Missouri
Union Co.
Union Co.
Alexander Co.
Alexander Co.
Missouri
Adams Co.
Union Co.
Union Co.
Jackson Co.
Union & Adams Co.
Union & Adams Co.
Union Co.
Marshall Co.
Union & Adams Co.
Jackson Co.
Jackson Co.
Jackson & Union Co.
Brown & Alexander Co.
Union Co.
Union & Alexander Co.
Adams Co.
Pope & Jackson Co.
Pope & Jackson Co.
Jackson & Brown Co.
Union & Brown Co.
Pope, JoDaviess Co., & Mo.
JoDaviess, Pope Co., & Mo.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess Co.
Jackson Co. & Missouri
Jackson, Pope, Union Co. & Mo.
Brown & Union Co.
Jackson Co.
Pope Co.
Jackson Co.
Alexander Co.
Pope Co.
Union Co.
Alexander Co.
Pope Co.
Saline Co.
Pope Co.
Pope Co.
Pope Co.
Calhoun Co.
Adams Co.
Pope Co.
Adams Co.
Pope Co.
Hardin Co.
Williamson Co.
Randolph Co.
Jersey Co.
Brown Co.
Brown Co.
Hardin Co.
Pike Co.
Pike Co.
JoDaviess Co.
Hardin Co.
Pike Co.
Johnson Co.
Johnson Co.
Jackson Co.
Schuyler Co.
McDonough Co.
Pope Co.
Woodford Co.
Fulton Co.
Macoupin Co.
Clark Co.
Monroe Co.
McDonough Co.
Monroe Co.
Perry Co.
Fulton Co.
Fayette Co.
Fayette Co.
Washington Co.
Marion Co.
Marion Co.
Clay Co.
Carroll Co.
Carroll Co.
Greene Co.
Effingham Co.
Cass Co.
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(CONTINUED)
TRAPPED TURKEY RELEASES IN ILLINOIS, 1959-1999
NUMBER
YEAR HENS GOBBLERS TRAP SITE RELEASE SITE
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1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1989
1989
1989
1989
1989
1989
1989
1989
1989
1989
1989
1989
1989
1989
1989
1989
1989
9
10
2
15
0
12
14
4
7
9
4
16
1
10
10
9
10
12
10
13
10
12
5
12
12
9
9
9
10
10
9
14
2
10
6
0
0
8
9
10
9
10
10
11
14
12
10
10
10
10
10
10
12
10
3
2
0
4
1
1
12
0
1
4
5
6
2
5
4
6
6
3
7
5
6
7
0
4
5
6
3
4
3
6
9
5
0
3
4
3
3
7
5
4
5
5
3
4
6
6
5
4
5
4
7
5
4
5
Brown, Jackson, & Union Co.
Union Co.
Union Co.
New Jersey
New Jersey
Hardin & Pope Co.
JoDaviess Co.
Missouri
Hardin & Pope Co.
JoDaviess & Brown Co.
Union, Hardin Co., & Missouri
Union, Hardin, & JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess
JoDaviess
Union & Hardin Co.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess Co.
McDonough, JoDaviess & Fulton Co.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess & Jersey Co.
Jersey & Schuyler Co.
Jersey & JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess, Hardin, Jackson Co.
Fulton & McDonough Co.
Schuyler, Fulton, JoDaviess Co.
Ogle & JoDaviess Co.
Ogle & JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess & Pope Co.
Jackson, Jersey, Randolph Co.
Pike & Randolph Co.
Pike & Randolph Co.
Randolph Co.
Pope & Calhoun Co.
Pike & Union Co.
Schuyler Co.
Schuyler Co.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess Co.
Carroll, JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess & Carroll Co.
Pope & Gallatin Co.
Jersey & Brown Co.
Jersey & Brown Co.
JoDaviess & Schuyler Co.
JoDaviess & Schuyler Co.
Fulton, Williamson, Carroll Co.
Fulton, Williamson, Carroll Co.
JoDaviess, Brown, Jackson Co.
Carroll, JoDaviess Co.
Iowa
JoDaviess, Brown Co.
Hancock Co.
Johnson Co.
Fayette Co.
Bond Co.
Cumberland Co.
Cumberland Co.
Henderson Co.
Hamilton Co.
Hamilton Co.
Ogle Co.
Union Co.
Indiana
Henderson Co.
Rock Island Co.
Shelby Co.
Peoria Co.
Fulton Co.
Fulton Co.
Knox Co.
Indiana
Montgomery Co.
Coles Co.
Henderson Co.
Crawford Co.
Tazewell Co.
Clinton Co.
Ogle Co.
Ogle Co.
Vermilion Co.
Richland Co.
Randolph Co.
St. Clair Co.
Union Co.
Clay Co.
Franklin Co.
Scott Co.
Hancock Co.
Mercer Co.
Mercer Co.
Lee Co.
Rock Island Co.
Whiteside Co.
Winnebago Co.
Massac Co.
Madison Co.
Macoupin Co.
Bureau Co.
Bureau Co.
Clark Co.
Cumberland Co.
Clinton Co.
Knox Co.
Scott Co.
Sangamon Co.
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14
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2
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3
0
3
1
2
5
5
2
1
3
7
4
10
5
10
20
1
4
4
4
4
2
4
2
4
5
6
5
7
4
4
6
4
4
4
Mississippi
West Virginia
Ark. & Miss.
West Virginia
Arkansas
Miss. & W. Virginia
Arkansas
W. Virginia
Union Co.
Alexander Co.
Alexander Co.
Alexander Co.
Union Co.
Alexander Co.
Alexander Co.
Alexander Co.
Alexander Co.
Union Co.
Jackson Co.
Union Co.
Missouri
Union Co.
Missouri
Union Co.
Union Co.
Alexander Co.
Alexander Co.
Missouri
Adams Co.
Union Co.
Union Co.
Jackson Co.
Union & Adams Co.
Union & Adams Co.
Union Co.
Marshall Co.
Union & Adams Co.
Jackson Co.
Jackson Co.
Jackson & Union Co.
Brown & Alexander Co.
Union Co.
Union & Alexander Co.
Adams Co.
Pope & Jackson Co.
Pope & Jackson Co.
Jackson & Brown Co.
Union & Brown Co.
Pope, JoDaviess Co., & Mo.
JoDaviess, Pope Co., & Mo.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess Co.
Jackson Co. & Missouri
Jackson, Pope, Union Co. & Mo.
Brown & Union Co.
Jackson Co.
Pope Co.
Jackson Co.
Alexander Co.
Pope Co.
Union Co.
Alexander Co.
Pope Co.
Saline Co.
Pope Co.
Pope Co.
Pope Co.
Calhoun Co.
Adams Co.
Pope Co.
Adams Co.
Pope Co.
Hardin Co.
Williamson Co.
Randolph Co.
Jersey Co.
Brown Co.
Brown Co.
Hardin Co.
Pike Co.
Pike Co.
JoDaviess Co.
Hardin Co.
Pike Co.
Johnson Co.
Johnson Co.
Jackson Co.
Schuyler Co.
McDonough Co.
Pope Co.
Woodford Co.
Fulton Co.
Macoupin Co.
Clark Co.
Monroe Co.
McDonough Co.
Monroe Co.
Perry Co.
Fulton Co.
Fayette Co.
Fayette Co.
Washington Co.
Marion Co.
Marion Co.
Clay Co.
Carroll Co.
Carroll Co.
Greene Co.
Effingham Co.
Cass Co.
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1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1993
1993
1993
1993
1993
1993
1993
1993
1993
1993
1993
1993
1993
1993
1993
1993
1993
1993
1993
1993
1993
1993
1993
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
11
9
9
9
10
9
10
10
9
10
11
10
10
11
8
12
12
11
6
5
8
9
10
10
5
10
13
8
9
10
8
10
11
11
8
10
8
12
10
8
9
15
5
9
9
60
10
10
13
10
3
11
7
7
7
7
5
8
4
5
5
6
4
4
4
5
4
5
2
8
6
7
6
5
2
7
6
7
4
4
4
5
5
5
4
7
4
9
4
4
5
5
1
7
4
23
6
5
5
6
JoDaviess, Union Co.
JoDaviess, Carroll Co.
JoDaviess, Jackson Co.
JoDaviess, Jackson Co.
JoDaviess, Union, Jackson Co.
JoDaviess, Carroll Co.
JoDaviess, Carroll Co.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess, Carroll Co.
JoDaviess Co.
Union, Pope Co.
Union, Jackson Co.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess, Carroll Co.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess Co.
Jackson Co.
Union, Pope Co.
Union, Pope Co.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess, Pike, Jackson Co.
JoDaviess, Pike Co.
JoDaviess, Pike Co.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess Co, McDonough, Pike, Jersey Co.
JoDaviess, McDonough, Pike, Henderson Co.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess, Jackson Co.
JoDaviess, Jackson Co.
JoDaviess, Henderson, Jackson Co.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess, Ogle, Jackson Co.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess, Ogle Co.
JoDaviess, Pope, Union Co.
JoDaviess, Ogle, Henderson Co.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess, Ogle Co.
JoDaviess, Cass, Pike Co.
Ogle, Jackson Co.
Union, Henderson Co.
JoDaviess, Henderson, Ogle, Massac Co.
JoDaviess, Ogle Co.
JoDaviess, Ogle Co.
JoDaviess, Henderson Co.
JoDaviess, Ogle Co.
Perry Co.
Clark Co.
Jefferson Co.
Washington Co.
Perry Co.
Macon Co.
Boone Co.
Logan Co.
McHenry Co.
Sangamon Co.
Williamson Co.
Pulaski Co.
Hancock Co.
Fulton Co.
DeKalb Co.
Warren Co.
Woodford Co.
Tazewell Co.
Logan Co.
Edwards Co.
Massac Co.
Massac Co.
Piatt Co.
Washington Co.
Logan Co.
Moultrie Co.
Henry Co.
Lake Co.
Madison Co.
Madison Co.
Richland Co.
Richland Co.
Franklin Co.
Crawford Co.
Wayne Co.
Lawrence Co.
Mercer Co.
Ogle Co.
White Co.
Warren Co.
Peoria Co.
Minnesota DNR
Menard Co.
Clinton Co.
Hamilton Co.
Kentucky DNR
Moultrie Co.
Crawford Co.
Henry Co.
Williamson Co.
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NUMBER
YEAR HENS GOBBLERS TRAP SITE RELEASE SITE
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1995
1995
1995
1995
1995
1995
1995
1995
1995
1995
1995
1995
1995
1995
1995
1995
1995
1995
1995
1995
1995
1995
1996
1996
1996
1996
1996
1996
1996
1996
1996
1996
1996
1996
1996
1996
10
10
17
5
10
7
11
11
17
12
10
13
0
10
10
60
11
12
12
12
13
10
10
12
12
10
10
10
11
10
10
12
10
4
10
11
10
60
12
10
10
11
10
10
12
10
12
11
10
10
11
10
6
5
6
3
5
0
4
8
8
4
7
7
4
9
6
21
6
6
4
4
4
7
7
7
8
6
6
4
7
9
7
8
4
5
4
6
9
19
7
10
4
4
4
9
4
4
7
5
7
9
4
JoDaviess, Schuyler, Ogle Co.
JoDaviess, Winnebago Co.
JoDaviess, Winnebago Co.
JoDaviess Co.
Ogle, Winnebago Co.
Ogle Co.
JoDaviess, Winnebago Co.
Cass, Winnebago, JoDaviess Co.
Randolph, Winnebago, JoDaviess Co.
Union, Randolph, JoDaviess Co.
Ogle, Jackson Co.
Cass, Pike Co.
Brown Co.
Williamson, Jackson, Union, Pope Co.
Jackson, Madison Co.
JoDaviess, Pike, Knox, Massac, Jackson Co
JoDaviess, Lee Co.
JoDaviess, Carroll Co.
Carroll Co.
Carroll Co.
Ogle, Randolph Co.
Randolph, Madison, Jackson Co.
Massac, Jackson, Madison Co.
JoDaviess, Knox Co.
JoDaviess, Pike, Madison, Fulton Co.
JoDaviess Co.
Pike, Cass Co.
Pike, Fulton, Jersey Co.
Carroll, Knox, Cass Co.
Fulton, Knox, Cass Co.
Fulton, Knox, Cass Co.
Randolph, Knox, JoDaviess Co.
Henderson, JoDaviess Co.
Jackson, Randolph Co.
Henderson, Monroe, JoDaviess Co.
Monroe, Jackson Co.
Pope, Jackson Co.
Pike, Pope, Randolph, Jersey, Massac Co.
Pope, Jackson, Massac Co.
Lee, JoDaviess, Randolph Co.
Lee, JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess Co.
Henderson, JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess Co.
Henderson, JoDaviess Co.
Henderson, JoDaviess, Carroll Co.
Randolph, Madison Co.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess, Carroll Co.
Madison, Pike, Fulton Co.
Williamson Co.
Vermilion Co.
Woodford Co.
Minnesota DNR
Edgar Co.
Edwards Co.
Stark Co.
Mason Co.
Jackson Co.
Washington Co.
Will Co.
Christian Co.
Adams Co.
Pulaski Co.
Jefferson Co.
Kentucky DNR
LaSalle Co.
McHenry Co.
Kendall Co.
Kankakee Co.
Kankakee Co.
Union Co.
Union Co.
Kane Co.
Shelby Co.
Douglas Co.
Macon Co.
Greene Co.
DeWitt Co.
Iroquois Co.
Iroquois Co.
Perry Co.
Massac Co.
Union Co.
Saline Co.
Saline Co.
Jefferson Co.
Kentucky DNR
Union Co.
Livingston Co.
Champaign Co.
Champaign Co.
DeKalb Co.
McLean Co.
Clark Co.
Putnam Co.
Ogle Co.
St. Clair Co.
Peoria Co.
Iroquois Co.
Madison
TABLE 2. SUMMARY OF WILD TRAPPED TURKEY RELEASES IN ILLINOIS, 1959-1999
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NUMBER
YEAR HENS GOBBLERS TRAP SITE RELEASE SITE
1996
1996
1996
1996
1996
1996
1996
1996
1996
1996
1996
1997
1997
1997
1997
1997
1997
1997
1997
1997
1997
1997
1997
1997
1997
1997
1997
1997
1997
1997
1997
1998
1998
1998
1998
1998
1998
1999
1999
1999
1999
1999
1999
1999
1999
1999
10
14
11
10
10
13
13
11
10
3
13
11
10
13
14
10
11
10
12
11
12
11
11
11
10
13
12
13
12
10
12
13
14
7
10
0
0
10
11
14
13
10
11
11
13
8
11
5
10
6
6
9
7
5
7
4
0
5
8
9
7
9
4
6
5
9
4
5
5
6
3
6
6
8
6
3
5
6
7
6
7
6
6
5
6
6
8
7
6
6
6
5
0
Jackson, Randolph Co.
Henderson, JoDaviess Co.
Jackson, Randolph, Williamson Co.
Pike, Fulton, Madison Co.
Carroll, Fulton Co.
Randolph, Williamson Co.
Fulton, Lee, Randolph Co.
Fulton, Lee, Randolph Co.
Fulton, Randolph, Union Co.
Lee Co.
Madison, Ogle Co.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess Co.
Randolph, Knox Co.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess, Henderson, Cass Co.
JoDaviess, Henderson Co.
JoDaviess, Cass Co.
Cass, Ogle Co.
Macoupin, Hancock, Randolph Co.
Macoupin, Hancock, Randolph Co.
JoDaviess, Pope Co.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess, Williamson Co.
JoDaviess, Morgan Co.
Hancock, Massac, Randolph Co.
JoDaviess, Carroll, Randolph Co.
JoDaviess, Carroll, Williamson Co.
Randolph, St. Clair Co.
Massac, Williamson Co.
JoDaviess, Schuyler, Knox Co.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess, Schuyler, Knox Co.
Randolph, Jersey, Madison Co.
JoDaviess Co.
Randolph Co.
JoDaviess, Jersey Co.
JoDaviess, Jersey Co.
JoDaviess, Madison Co.
JoDaviess, Jersey, Madison Co.
JoDaviess, Jersey Co.
Randolph, Madison Co.
JoDaviess Co.
JoDaviess, Madison, Randolph, Winnebago Co.
Winnebago Co.
Jackson Co.
LaSalle Co.
Alexander Co.
Montgomery Co.
Boone Co.
Clinton Co.
Logan Co.
Livingston Co.
Iroquois Co.
Site M
Jersey Co.
Ogle Co.
LaSalle Co.
Fayette Co.
Tazewell Co.
Fulton Co.
Fulton Co.
Woodford Co.
Sangamon Co.
Franklin Co.
Montgomery Co.
Monroe Co.
Fayette Co.
Effingham Co.
Clark Co.
Cumberland Co.
Williamson Co.
Union Co.
Alexander Co.
Jackson Co.
Marion Co.
Fulton Co.
Bureau Co.
Warren Co.
Madison Co.
DeWitt Co.
Franklin Co.
Will Co.
DeKalb Co.
Ogle Co.
Ogle Co.
DeWitt Co.
Franklin Co.
Champaign Co.
Henry Co.
Warren Co.
TOTAL 2,956+ 1,713+ 273 RELEASE SITES
TABLE 3. FY'00 WILD TURKEY TRAP-TRANSPLANT DATA
I
RELEASE SITE TRAP SITE #BIRDS,AGE,SEX DATE
Tazewell - T.24N.-R. 2W.,SEC. 2 Madison Co. 5AF,6JF 1/25/00
JoDaviess Co. 4AM,1JM 2/02/00
McLean Co. - T.26N.-R. 3E.,SEC.31 St. Clair Co. 12AF 1/26/00
JoDaviess Co. 7JM,2AF,1JF 2/15/00
Grundy Co. - T.34N.-R. 8E.,SEC.28 St. Clair Co. 4JM 1/26/00
JoDaviess Co. 3AF,1JF 2/01/00
JoDaviess Co. 1JM,4AF,2JF 2/15/00
Putnam Co. - T.14N.-R. 9E.,SEC.36 Madison Co. 1JM,4AF,6JF 1/26/00
JoDaviess Co. 4AM 2/02/00
McHenry Co. - T.45N.-R. 7E.,SEC.35 JoDaviess Co. 10AF,2JF 2/01/00
JoDaviess Co. 3AM 2/10/00
TOTAL: 25 gobblers and 58 hens were transplanted to 5 sites.
1 A = Adult; J = Juvenile; M = Male; F = Female
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PETITION TO STOCK WILD TURKEYS
COUNTY
(TOWNSHIP) (SECTIONS)
We, the undersigned, pledge to assist the Illinois Department of Natural Resources in
re-establishing the wild turkey in our area. We agree to protect, to the best
of our ability, wild turkeys stocked on our lands. If populations in years to come
warrant a hunting season, we agree to allow some hunting by permission. We also
declare that we will cooperate by reporting sightings of wild turkeys via cards
supplied by the Department.
(PLEASE PRINT)
NAME STREET CITY ZIP CODE
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LOCATION
RETURN OF THE WILD TURKEY
TO COUNTY
The Illinois Department of Natural Resources recently announced plans to stock wild
turkeys in County. The Department of Natural Resources is trying to re-
establish the wild turkey throughout the state in areas that contain suitable habitat. They feel
that County has an adequate amount of forested land that will make excellent
habitat for wild turkeys.
The wild turkey was originally a native bird found throughout the forested areas of
Illinois. It disappeared from the state in the early 1900's. Its disappearance is attributed to
conversion of timberland to farmland, heavy logging operations, frequent forest fires, year-
round hunting, and increasing numbers of people living in rural areas. The wild turkey
simply could not adapt to its rapidly changing environment.
About 1950, wildlife biologists with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources
decided to try to re-establish a wild turkey population in the Shawnee National Forest in
Southern Illinois. The U.S. Forest Service had acquired thousands of acres of forest land and
had allowed the timber to mature where it was once again suitable for wild turkeys. Wild
trapped turkeys were obtained from several southern states and released at several locations
in the Shawnee National Forest. The birds increased rapidly and expanded their range. They
did so well, in fact, that the Illinois Department of Natural Resources established its first
modern turkey hunting season in the spring of 1970. Turkey hunting was allowed only in
Jackson, Union and Alexander counties. Pope County was opened in 1972. In 1974, 14 wild
turkeys trapped in Union County were released in Calhoun County. They increased so
rapidly that the Illinois Department of Natural Resources was able to open it for hunting
during the spring of 1978. Many other states have also had wonderful success in re-
establishing the wild turkey to its former range.
The Illinois Department of Natural Resources is currently trapping wild turkeys in
areas that have a good population and transplanting them to new areas throughout the state.
Since wild turkeys are very difficult to trap and the cost per bird quite high, this process has
progressed at a fairly slow rate. With everyones cooperation, they will be successful in re-
establishing the wild turkey in all suitable habitat throughout the state in the very near future.
The initial release of wild turkeys within a given county usually consists of a relatively
small number of birds. Jared K. Garver, Forest Wildlife Biologist with the Division of
Wildlife Resources of the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, says that 12-15 wild
turkeys is usually adequate to establish a population in an area. "To be successful, it is
imperative that these turkeys be given complete protection for the first 3 or 4 years after
stocking," says Garver. "Illegal poaching of turkeys in a newly stocked area will result in
failure to establish a viable population. I cannot stress this point too much."
The release of wild turkeys in _____County will take place in an area where
the interested landowners have agreed to help protect them. "If everything goes well, local
hunters can be looking forward to limited hunting opportunities in 4 to 6 hears," according
to Garver. "These birds are very prolific, and are capable of increasing and expanding their
range very rapidly." He cautions though that, "one should not expect to be over-run with
turkeys. A population density of 10 to 20 birds per square mile would be normal for an
established population."
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FIGURE 3. TURKY.. TRAPPING BLIND
MATERIALS:
A dark brown or olive green canvas; window in front should be a dark
netting material; rubberized or waterproof floor.
DIMENSIONS:
4I feet high; 4; feet wide; and 5 feet 1-3ng (front to back).
Window should be 7" high and 30" wide; centered left to right,
40" from bottom.
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FIGURE 4. WILD TURKEY RELEASE SITES
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